Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



SECRET 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 03162 222103Z 
70 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-05 

TRSE-00 SAJ-01 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 /059 W 
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FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7325 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY OSLO 
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CINCLANT 
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USNMR SHAPE 

SECRET OTTAWA 3162 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, NATO, NL, CA 

SUBJ: PROPOSED REDUCTIONS IN NETHERLANDS ARMED FORCES 
REF: STATE 198550 

1. GIVEN THE RECORD IN RECENT YEARS OF CANADIAN FORCE REDUC- 
TIONS, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT ANY REPRESENTATIONS BY THE CANA- 
DIANS TO THE DUTCH WOULD BE CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN EFFECTIVE. 

IN VIEW OF THIS AND FACT CANADIAN DEFENCE REVIEW STILL IN PRO- 
GRESS, WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT RECONSIDER INSTRUC- 
TIONS TO THIS EMBASSY TO URGE GOC TO APPROACH GON. WE DO, 
HOWEVER, SEE VALUE IN INFORMING THE GOC OF THE EFFORTS WE ARE 
MAKING VIS-A-VIS THE DUTCH IN ORDER TO UNDERSCORE OUR CON- 
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CERN AT ANY (INCLUDING CANADIAN) TENDENCY TOWARD A SMALLER 
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMMON DEFENSE EFFORT. 
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